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: effective. Explore numerous methods of charging 
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ine what suits you. Find out the difference between 
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introduction 

There are many uses for the Tarot other than giving read¬ 
ings. It is through using the Tarot for readings (divination 
or "fortunetelling”), however, that most people become 
familiar with the mysterious and symbolic deck of cards. 
This book is meant to be the next step in working with 
the Tarot Let me explain what t mean by this, 

In my many years of experience as a Tarot worker, I 
have learned that the Tarot is always honest—sometimes 
brutally so. Some readers ignore this and try to make their 





























































































































































that instead of doing a magical rite that is negative, turn it 
around. Dq some magic that will get him a great job: that .starts 
at 6:00 A.M. You’ve helped him and given yourself peaceful sleep. 
Or, better yet, do some magic to get yourself a better place to 
live. 

Magic is a science and an art. This may be the most important 
principle for you to understand. As you know, some people are 
naturally talented at a certain art. You sit down and draw stick- 
men, she sits down and—with no training—draws beautiful 
horses, Many of us became turned off to art because our un¬ 
trained skills paled in contrast to people who were naturally 
gifted. 

But if you trained and practiced, you could become a great 
artist while the horse-drawer Would still be drawing horses. 
Drawing is both an art (which comes from within) and a sci¬ 
ence (in that you can learn it). The same is true of magic. You 
may find that some people are naturally gifted, but if you are 
willing to practice, you will have absolutely no trouble becom¬ 
ing just as good a magician as anyone else. 





The Tarot and Magic 


1 j Calls this the theory of “morphic resonance.” The basic concept of this, 
I which he has proved through experimentation, is that living creatures 
|iave energy fields, and these fields affect the energy fields of others, 
Byen at a great distance. 

Thus, your practice of magic will not only improve your children, 
|>ut it will affect the children of others. Practicing magic allows you to 
jjive the future of humanity a leg up on our continued path for men¬ 
ial, physical, emotional, and spiritual improvement. 

Questions for Chapter One 

1. How much experience do you have with the Tarot! 

I 2. Do you consider yourself to be a Tarot novice, expert, or 
j 1 somewhere in between? Why? 

3. Why do you think the Tarot works as a tool for divination? 

4. Where do you think the Tarot began? Does it matter to you? 

I l, 5. Which Tarot deck(s) will you use to go along with this book? 
Why? 

| i 6. Are you a synchretist? Why or why not? 

7. What are your favorite symbols in the Tarot? What do they 

| 11 8. Did this chapter change your notion of what magic is? How? 

I 9. Are there any principles of magic not included here that you 
I think are important? 

I 10. Have you ever done magic of any kind? If so, did it work? Why 
h do you thinkit worked or failed? 

; II. What does the expression “Magic is magic” mean to you? 

I 12. Do you approach magic from an artistic point of view, a scien- 
|j tific point of view, a combination of the two, or in another 

















TAROT SPELLS 


f ccording to Raven Grimassi’s Encyclopedia ofWicca 
& Witchcraft, a spell is a simple act that combines 
magical power with a focused mind. This causes a 
change in the astral plane, which results in changes on the 
physical plane. This is the same as magic principle 3 in 
the previous chapter, 









bring lave into your life. The words to go along with the ritual work 
could be: 

My heart is cold and 1 am lonely. 

Can you feel me? 

I know you want me as much as 1 want you. 

Can you feel me? 

Lover, heed my call! 

My unquenchable love fires me with passion. 

My passion requires you and me together. 

Feel my loVe. Feel my need. Feel my heart. 

Come. Come. Come, Come . 

Come to me, beloved, come. Come. Come. Come. 

Or perhaps you would prefer words that do rhyme: 

From out of the depths of my heart and my soul, 

My love sings to you, “Come! Let us be whole." 

Let us feel love and passion and joy. 

Let us dance and make merry, boy and girl girl and hoy. 

And if you are the right one for me, 

Let us stay together through eternity. 

The energy rises, feel the power in me roil, 

Let this spell be cast. It is the will of my soul! 

Which one of these is better? The best one is the one that works for 
you. I have no doubt that you can come up with spells that are every 
bit as good—or much better—than these. Gome from your heart. 
That’s the only thing that matters. 

Generating Magical Energy 

There are. numerous ways to generate magical energy for use in a spell 
These include breath work, dancing, running, concentration, visual¬ 
ization, Sexual excitation, chanting, and many more. For the spellwork 
demonstrated in this chapter, we will be Using a combination of set¬ 
ting the mood (with candles, incense, etc.), intense concentration (on 
the card), chanting (tire words of the spell), and finally breathwork 
(sending the energy out with a long exhalation), 
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Tarot Spells 

Astrologies 

ilSign 

Red 

Taurus 

Red-orange 

Gemini 

Orange 

Cancer 

Amber 

Leo 

Greenish-yellow 

Virgo 

Yellowish-green 

Libra 

Green 

Scorpio 

Greenish-blue 

Sagittarius 

Blue 

Capricorn 

Indigo 

Aquarius 

Pisces 

Violet 

Dark red 

Day of the 

Week 

Monday 

White 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Red 

Orange 

Blue 

Friday 

Green 

Saturday 

Black 

1 ^ 

Yellow 

Planning a Love Spell 

As with all spells and magic, a bit of preparation is needed. Love spells 
are very popular, but most people think of them as the type of spell 
done by someone really nasty on the coolest person around. 1 suppose 
if you wanted to use these techniques for this purpose you could do 
so, but I’m going to advise against it for a couple of reasons. 





Most people do not make their own oils. Instead, they buy them at 
a local shop. If youv shop doesn’t have oils such as “Conte to Me 
Lover,” try smelling the oils that are available and pick the one that 
works best for you. You might even want to mix some scents. For love 
spells, 1 like sandalwood, musk, vanilla, patchouli, and amber, but use 
those that work best for you. Similar scents can be used for incense. 
You can also use incense sticks. If you don’t have a holder for the in¬ 
cense, you can use a small bowl filled with sand or soil and stand the 

For your final tool, you need to select one Tarot card. The Lovers 
card from any of the decks would work. If you are using a deck like 
the Universal Tarot, the Two, Six, or Ten of Cups could work on a gen¬ 
eral level. If you are a man trying to attract someone, the Seven of 
Pentacles might he appropriate, and if you are a woman, the Nine of 
Tentacles would be: good. Now we are ready to begin. 










Tarot Spells 


Tarot Magic Love Spell 

1. Begin by doing a Tarot divination to see if it is a good idea to 
do the ritual at this time. Don’t word the question “Should I do 
this spell?” as that puts the responsibility on the cards, not you. 
Instead, make your question "What will be the result if I do this 
spell now?" No matter what the result, you have free will to 
choose to do it or not. If you do not know how to do a Tarot 
divination, a reading with any other system will work, too, 

2. Assuming that the divination is positive and you elect to go 
ahead with the ritual, you can use the design shown in figure 1 
as a model to lay out your altar. If you do not like this design. 










art and a science. Experiment and discover what works best 
for you. 

Hold the candle horizontally and put a few drops of oil on 
the middle of the candle. With one hand, spread the oil from 
the center of the candle toward the wick. With the other hand, 
spread the oil from the center to the base of the candle. Make 
sure you turn the candle so that the entire circumference of it 
has been dressed. As you dress each candle, say a prayer or in¬ 
vocation to the powers of the candle. You may come up with 
your own or use the following examples. Note that some 
people prefer to dress the candles before the ritual. 


Astrological Sign: May the powers of the heavens give their in¬ 
fluence to this candle and charge this ritual with their strengths. 


Color Candle: i charge this candle with all the powers of the 
gods and my own inner strength to satisfy my wish to bring 
love into my life. 

As you dress the candles, visualize bringing the powers of what 


















larot Magic Healing Ritual 







































ASTRAL PROJECTION, PATH¬ 
WORKING, AND THE TAROT 


# o to any bookstore and you are likely to find several 
books on astral projection. They typically give rea¬ 
sonable exercises and techniques to allow your con¬ 
sciousness to leave your physical body and enter the spir- 
| j itiial world known as the astral plane. Then they say look 
, around, have a good time, visit a friend, have astral sex 
with someone else who is on the astral plane, and so 
I j: forth. These purposes seem rather mundane and not Very 
| spiritual, magical, or purposeful. 

Yet many of the more in-depth books on occultism 
| claim that the ability to project to the astral plane is im¬ 
portant Buy why? To visit friends? To have astral sex? Or 
is there more? Indeed there is! 

. As I wrote in magic principle 3 back in chapter 1, “Cre- 
| ation on the spiritual plane leads to creation on the phys¬ 
ical plane.” This spiritual plane is a nonphysical level of 


reality. In our normal conscious 
see it, taste it, touch it, or smell 
through when we hear our nart 
there (it was called by an astral ei 
i capable of seeing things on the 


less we generally can’t 
t. Sometimes it comes 
i called but nobody is 
:ity). Some animals are 
stral plane—have you 
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44 Astral Projection, Pathworking, and the Tam 

The most common version of the Tree of Life is shown in figure 3. 

It is not the earliest version or the only version, but because it is the 
most common, it has the greatest number of people working with it 
As such, it has developed a reality that, in my experience, supersedes 
the others. However, once you learn to work with this version, I en- 
courage you to explore the others. 

The circles on the Tree are called Sephiroth (pronounced “seph-ear- 
oht” in modem Hebrew). Each individual one is called a Sephira, 
which has no direct English translation. Many people, because of the 
appearance of the image, refer to them as “spheres,” but this is not a 
translation of the term. It most closely means “numerical emanation.” 
This emanation is considered to be a direct outpouring from God. 

In the diagram you will note that there are ten Sephiroth numbered 
from one to ten. There are another twenty-two paths between the Sephi¬ 
roth. Number one is at the top of the Tree and is considered closest to 
God. The energy from God fills the Sephira until it overflows, goes down 
the paths On the 'IVee, and then fills the next Sephira. This continues 
until a balance is reached in the bottommost Sephira at the nadir of the 

Thus, the Sephiroth function as way stations, stopping points that 
each have a different form of energy. Each one of the way stations is a 
different spiritual area or level in the astral plane. The paths on the 
Tree are the way we get from one level to another. 

By now, you may have realized that the twenty-two paths on thi 
Tree can be represented by the twenty-two cards of the Major Arcana. 
The most common version of the way they appear on the Tree of Life is 
shown in figure 4. Now you need to know the way to put this all 
gether into one usable technique combined with one additional sec 

A Technique of Astral Projection 

1. Preparation . Begin by finding a comfortable place. 1 suggest 
that when you begin your practices, you should use a chair 
rather than fie on a bed dr sofa as it can become easy to fall 
asleep when you are prone. If you like incense, hum some. II 
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Figure 3s The 7 fee of Life 




























































































































support anything or any cause other than himself. Now look at his 
posture—arms and legs spread out as if he were shouting, “Hello, 
world, it’s me!” 

Yet, we know that this egotism is undeserved. The snn and the sun¬ 
flowers don’t really focus on him except in his imagined world. His 
egotism has removed him from reality. He’s the type of person who 
would talk about himself all night and then say, “But enough about 
me, let’s talk about you. What do you think of me?” it doesn’t even 
dawn on him that others have feelings and ideas contrary to his own 
or that don’t involve him. His most important message is: “it’s me!” 

For the card that represents the goal state of mind, we can choose 
the Hierophant, Major Arcanum 5. Here we see n man who has been 
tested in the world, as signified by his gray beard. Yet, after all of his tri 
als and tribulations, he realizes that he can find peace by giving bless¬ 
ings (as signified by the position of his right hand and the crossed keys 
at his feet, the keys to the kingdom of the Divine), Even other spiritual 
people (indicated by their tonsured scalps) recognize his state of peace 
















dons. This is your very essence changing. As you bend to the left and 
feel the stretch, realize that the old you is being transformed into 
something new, something better. 

Finally, arrive in the second chair and assume the position of the 
Hierophant. As you Sit, your legs move together. Raise your right arm 
into the position of blessing. In your left hand, imagine that you are 
holding the wand of authority. The wand doesn’t give you power so 
much as it imparts responsibility. And just as the face on the card il¬ 
lustrates, you feel like you are in a state of deep peace mentally, physi¬ 
cally, emotionally, and spiritually. Become one with this card. Hold 
this position for several minutes. 

Finally, do some deep breathing, banish the room, and make a 
record of the ritual in your magical diary. I and my students have 
found this to be a very powerful magical tool for change. 

The Three-Card Shuffle 

One of the things that I believe is important for a Tarot reader to do is 
interpret the cards to the very best of his or her ability and always tell 
exactly what the cards say. This means that sometimes the cards indicate 
that the path a person is on is going to result in problems. I never sugar- 
coat this, but explain that the choice of what to do is up to him or her. 

There is an advanced version of the basic Dance, which I call the 
“Three-Card Shuffle.” The first two cards are taken right from the 
reading. You use the card that indicates where the person is now and 






























Here is an expkna 
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of the te 


used on the chart, so you ca 


Total Balance: Complete peace in everything you do. 

Union with the Divine: Nirvana; enlightenment. 

Wisdom: The ability to take facts and come to a logical conclusion. 
Also, bein g able to hear the voice of Spirit and know when it speaks 
the truth. 

Devotion: The total focus on a spiritual path. 

Fanaticism: Becoming so devoted to a path that you will not allow 
others to find their own paths. 

Stupidity: The inability to make logical conclusions based on informa¬ 
tion. This should not be confused with ignorance, which means i 

Understanding: The ability to discover the inner meanings of things. | 

Silence: Using quiet as a tool to speak to yourself and listen to yourself. 

Ennui: Bored with life. 

Uncaring: Not interested in the world. 

Thoughtlessness: Not caring about other people or things. 

Mercifulness: Having enough inner strength and security that you can j 
let others follow their own paths. 

Obedience: The choice of following a certain path. You obey because 
you want to, not because you must. 

Bigotry: Disliking something based on previous beliefs that may have j 
no relationship to the current situation. 

Gluttony: Consuming more than is wise. 

Hypocrisy: Not living up to your word. 

Tyranny: Using strength instead of justice to control others. 

Courage: Doing what must be done no matter what the cost. 

Strength: Both physical strength to achieve your goals and Ihe inner 
strength to continue to the end. 




















































vice for attracting or repelling, and the lowercased talisman if what I 
am writing applies to either type of object. 

So what exactly is a talisman? In Modern Magick, I clarified the 
meaning. I define a talisman as “any object, sacred or profane, with or 
without appropriate symbols, charged or consecrated by appropriate 
means and made to serve a specific end.” Let’s look at this definition I 
in-depth. 

First, a talisman is an object. It is not a thought. It is a physical I 
thing. It is something you can touch, see, taste, possibly smell, or even 
use to make sounds. 

Next, it is sacred or profane. This means it could be a holy object I 
such as a cross, a pentagram, a Star of David,, a statue of Buddha, a j 
statue of one of the Hindu gods, etc. It could also be just an everyday | 
ring or a piece of paper. It can be a spiritual object, but this is not a j 

A talisman may have symbols on it or it could just be a stone used 
as an Amuletic guardian to protect your home. Traditionally, many j 
people used a blank piece of parchment or paper and wrote their own j 
symbols or words on it, but this is not necessary. 

The last aspect of the definition is that it must be “made to serve a! 
specific end.” That is, it must have a purpose, a reason for being. There j 
has to be a cause for making a talisman. Yon can’t make up a bunch of j 
“general-purpose” ones and use them later. 

The roost important part of the definition of talisman is that it 



































The Tarot Cards as Talismans 


look through one or more of your decks. The exact card will literally 
stand out for you. This may sound fantastic, but in my experience it is 
true. As I say when I give lectures, “Don’t take my word for it—try it 
yourself.” 

If you look at the cards I just listed using the decks I chose, you may 
wonder how I came up with some of those meanings. If so, good! 
Gome up with your own meanings, even if they are completely con¬ 
trary to the ones 1 gave. I believe that magic is not the rote repetition 
of rites. Rather, it involves the creative exploration of the conscious 
and subconscious. If you have a different talismanic meaning for a 
card, that is the ideal for you. 

Ritual Structure 

With the information you have, it is now possible to design a ritual 
that will charge your talisman to achieve your goal. Here are the steps 
of the ritual: 

1. Determine exactly what the talisman should do. Remember to 
identify the root causes and needs rather than superficial 
wants or the results of the toot cause. For example, say you 111 
need a place to live. You don't need a certain amount of money i 
to rent an apartment, you just need an apartment ora house. 
Choose a card that represents this purpose to function as your 
talisman. 

2. If you are doing something for gain in the physical world, don 
divination first to determine the outcome of the ritual. Why? 
Well, let’s say you charge a talisman to get a car. Two days later 
you discover that your beloved uncle has died and left you his 
car. The talisman worked, but is that what you really wanted? 
Probably not in that fashion. By doing a divination first (you 
can use the Tarot cards), you will discover whether the out¬ 
come of charging the talisman for the desired purpose will be 
positive. 

Remember to make the form of the question used in the [ 
divination open-ended rather than a simple yes-or-no ques- 













When you feel you have maximized the energy, hold the card in your 
left hand and allow the energy to flow out of the index finger of your 
right hand. Trace the figures and symbols on the card, .allowing the 
energy to enter the card. Place the card on your altar. Using one of the 
techniques to raise energy that I’ve already described, or another one I 
that you prefer, allow the energy to maximize itself again. Then use 
the projecting sign to send the energy into the entire card. Asyou take 
the step and thrust your arms forward, say the chosen word to focus 
the purpose of the talisman. Repeat as many rimes as youfeel are nec¬ 
essary. Finish the charge by sealing the energy into the talisman by 
clapping your hands. 

Other Aspects of Making Talismans 

There are a few other considerations about, using the Tarot cards as 
talismans that are important to understand. The first one is a reitent- j 
tion of the first magic principle in chapter 1: magickgoes on all the ; 
time, "24/7.” You are doing magic when you are sleeping and when 
you are reading the newspaper. You are doing magic when you eat, 
drink, walk, talk, drive, make love, read, or watch a movie. Every, 
thought and action will have a magical reaction. Yon are doing magic 1 
every second of the day. You are even doing magic as you read this) 

As I wrote before, most people don’t understand this. When you, 
look at people who are very successful, you will see that they are com • 
pletely focused on their goals. Although they might not be aware of il, 
they are doing a type of magic. 

Once the Tarot-talisman is charged, it works in one of two ways. Ill 
it is a Talisman, it will bring things to it If it is an Amulet, it will keep! 
things away from it. If you make a talisman for health and leave it in a 
cabinet in your dining room, you will end up with a very healthy caw j 
met, which obviously won’t do you much good. After the talisman is 
charged, keep it on your person or close to you. Men can keep it in a 
pocket or in a wallet. Women can do the same or keep it in the purse 
they carry. At night, you can keep It by your bed. 
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Conclusion 

Mis my hope that you do not limit yourself to the exact techniques 
pen ill this chapter. Rather, i encourage you to take these ideas and 
ncepts and experiment with them. Find out which ones work for 
u. Mate it a challenge and make it fun. 

Questions for Chapter Five 

1. What do you need most right now? What Tarot card would 
i you use to make a talisman to fulfill this need? 

?.. What Tarot eard would you use to mate a talisman to lose 
weight? Which card would you use to gain weight? Why? 

[ 3. Somebody wants you to help them stop watching so much 
television. What card would you use? How would you state the 
] goal of the card if you do a ritual to charge it during the wax- 
j j ing Moon? What if the Moon is waning? 

4. Why should you give a time limit to your Tarot-talisman? 
g. Make at least three Tarot-ta'.lsnans and charge them. Did they 
[' help you achieve your goals? If not, which of the principles in 
j this chapter or those in chapter t explain the cause of the failure? 

|6; For professional Tarot readers: Instead of your charging a Tarot- 
| talisman for a client, teaching the client how to make one for 
himself or herself would be an added value to your service. Do 
i you have any current clients who you think would find this 
11 valuable? What would a handout for them that explains how to 
mate a Tarot-taiisman look like? 

HI?, If you are not comfortable doing all Of the rituals or tech¬ 
niques in this chapter, or if von feel you would prefer to do 
something more elaborate, how would you change the instruc- 














































The fifth Sephira, Givurah, corresponds to the Fives ai 
►gical qualities of the planet Mars. Other corresponder 
jet, hunting, military success, energy, vitality, dentists, s 
Ijfgery, barbers, butchers, police, soldiers, all things perta 
ggression, physical strength, courage, politics, debates, at 
Ration, men, and lust. 

The sixth Sephira, also known as hfetet, corresponds 
ltd the Princes (also called the Knights and other name 
n the deck) as well as the astrological qualities of the Sui 
Mponds to the ability to obtain friendship, obtain healtl 

pissing property, prevent war, regain youth, superiors of; 











104 The Tarat md Ceremonial Magic 

beauty, fostering friendship, obtaining love, ensuring pleasure, art, J 
music, parties, luxury, jewels, aphrodisiacs, scents, perfumes, partner¬ 
ships, and women. 

Hode is the name of the eighth Sephira. It corresponds to tire astro¬ 
logical qualities of the planet Mercury and the Eights. Other corre¬ 
spondences include business and commercial success, success ill 
exams, divination of the future, influencing others, theatrical success,' 
authors, short trips, writing, bargain hunting, schools, basic medicine, 
praxis (putting theory into action), statistics, teaching, predictions, 
self-improvement, celibacy, the mind, communications, and learning, 

The ninth Sephira is called Yesode and corresponds to the Nines and 
the astrological qualities of the Moon, flic correspondences for this; 

Sephira include knowledge of astral travel, safe journeys, achieving rec¬ 
onciliations, foods (especially vegetables and flours), fetuses and infan ts, 
milk and dairy products, preventing war, the home, the family, cooking,, 
clairvoyance, dreams, the sea, agriculture, natural medicine, and herbs. 

The tenth Sephira is called Mahlkoot and corresponds to the Tens; 
and the Pages (also called the Knaves, Princesses, and other names, de¬ 
pending on the deck) as well as the astrological qualities of the planet: 
Earth, especially the powers of the magical elements: air, earth, fire, anil 
water. Correspondences also include material wealth, material posses-, 
sions, earth, plants, manifestation of magical goals, stones, and gems. 1 1 

Note that these correspondences are not meant to be the end bun 
rather the beginning of your personal set of Kabalistic Tree of Lira 
correspondences. Through research and, most importantly, through 
practice, you should be able to add to these, change them to fit you t 
personal experience, and make this into a truly personal eorrespon-, 
dence system. 

The Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram 

Based on earher Kabalistic concepts and brought to a concise whole 
by the leaders of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, the Lesser 
Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram (LBRP) remains one of the easiest 
and most practical banishing rituals around. Today, numerous groups 
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own, forming a type of spiritual tornado of energy contained within 
the lower cone of power. 

DIRECTING THE ENERGY: Sam continued circumambulating 
until he felt that the energy could not be increased any father. Earlier, 
he had decided on a single word to represent his goal: love. When the 
energy was finally at a peak, he .stood behind his altar, facing east, j 
Holding the wand in his right hand (you could use your index finger, 
index and middle fingers, or the projecting sign described earlier), he J 
thrust it toward the altar. At the same time he visualized the energy he 
had generated and manipulated, and used the wand as a directing tool, 
sending the energy into the cards (and thus charging the correspond- | 
ing concept of wanting love from a particular type of person). When I 
Sam felt the energy had folly entered the cards, he sealed the energy | 
into them by clapping his hands and shouting, “So mo te it he!” 

BANISHING: Sam finished the ritual by repeating the LBRP. He 
then put all of the cards into an envelope and put them away. Unlike a ' 
talisman, he did not need to keep them on liis person. Finally, he put 
away the tools and accoutrements of his temple. 

DIARY ENTRY: As a final item, Sam filled out his ritual diary. Hein- J 
eluded many of the items just described as part of his record. 

RESULT: Sometimes the results are exactly what we desire but not | 
what we expect. At the start of the next semester, Mona became en¬ 
gaged to another man. Sam was quite depressed about it. He was sit¬ 
ting in a chair in a class when a long-time friend of his, Calli (“Short | 
for Callista, the most beautiful,’’ she used to say), sat next to him and 
asked, “What’s upr Sam looked at her and was shocked. He had always 
seen her as sort of mousy, but somehow she had become beautiful. Hu 
told her she looked great and she said, “Thanks. I changed my hairstyle 
and color and the way I do my makeup. And I bought all new clothes.” [ 

After class, Sam and Calli talked to each other for hours. They 
started dating. She admitted that she had always liked him as a friend, 
but since the new semester started she saw qualities in him that she 
had not seen before. Sam is convinced that the ritual worked in two 
Ways. It made him aware of the potential Calli had for being a girl¬ 
friend, and it made il obvious to Calli that he was boyfriend material. 








I [Tarot. You could use a crystal ball,horary astrology, runes, automatic 
(writing, or some other mode of divination. 

With banishings, you will also find a wide range of possibilities. You 
tpuld make the full magical circle as described in The lesser Key of 
Solomon. Of course, you co uld also do the LBRP. You could use a Wiccan 
_ pde or use the growing and expanding energy ball described in this 

I rr. People who follow in the tradition of Aleister Crowley might 
e Star Ruby ritual. Which one should you use? Try them and see 
ones work best for you. Those are the ones you should use. 
ere are also numerous ways to generate magical energy. Besides 
nambulation and spinning, you can also work with deep and 
breathing (Be careful! If you feel lightheaded, stop.), dancing, 
ng, visualization, moving parts of your body [Such as swinging 
ms), sensual arousal, drumming, and many more. Try these and 
hers you discover. Use the ones that work for you. 
i next question, of course, is to determine which card corre^ 
s to a particular magical purpose. The following are just sugges- 
Use your imagination and try others. See which works the best 
u and use that. 

Magical Intents with Suggested Tarot Cards 

t better grades-Queen of Wands 
ill a friend or loved one: l our of i’enlacies 
fit al yourself: Four of Wands 


reused creativity: Five of Swords 
il at games: Four of Pentacles 
«• at learning music: Seven of Cups 


hance an already existing friendship: Seven of Cups 
prove relationships with family: Nine of Cups 
prove relationships with mate: Seven of Cups 














SEVEN 


THE TAROT AS MAGIC 


f ne of the concepts I have tried to make dear in the 
previous chapters is that magic is always occurring. 
It was the very Srst principle of magic 1 explained 
back in chapter 1. So far, however, this book has focused 
on special instances or rituals wherein we are consciously 
performing actions in order to achieve a desired result. 
But if everything we think and do has magical qualities, 
are there not other ways of working with the Tarot that 
are, in and of themselves, magical? This chapter will give 
you some ideas as to how you can make your work with 
the Tarot part of your magical world. 


Synchronicity 

Most people who use a Tarot deck do so for giving read¬ 
ings or divinations, or for what some people would call 
“fortunetelling.” It is not the purpose of this book to 
cover that Subject, but there is an aspect of it which is 
valuable to consider here: How does the Tarot work for 
these purposes? 

I think we can pretty well ignore the “Demons control 
it” aspect simply because there is absolutely no evidence 
to support it. The answer most frequently given today is 







:ept or they have an errant notion of what it is. The i 
hronkity is nothing but a word and tells us nothing, 
he popular use of the term was created by the psych 
tav Jung (1875—1961). Jung was the son of a priest. 1 
is alleged to have been the illegitimate son of t 
osopher, poet, and mystic Goethe. At first, Jung was 
lund Freud, and eventually became a coworker. The 
ed over each other’s theories, and Freud attempted t< 
1 from the occult on different occasions. They eventi 
i some sexual secrets about each other: Freud was si 
;’s wife and Jung was sleeping with one of his young 
ts. They agreed not to reveal these secrets and soon wt 
directions with their psychological theories and pract 
a his book TheStructim and Dynamics o f the Psyche, J 
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In my opinion, one of the underlying notions of chaos science is 
that what we see as chaos actually has an order and structure, but it is 
too vast for us to comprehend. More and more, scientists are finding 
order within chaos. This is exemplified by the so-called butterfly effect, 
the concept that a hutterfly flapping its wings over Brazil can produce 
a tornado in Oklahoma. Being able to follow all of the cause-and-ef- 
fect events that lead to the tornado is impossible with current tech- 



We do not have the mind capacity nor the computer technology to 
figure out what that relationship is, hut we can accept it and use it, 
The term synchronicity does not explain the cause of what happens in 

















pnition of divination, therefore, should be “an action or process of the 
toivine.” 

l|i For thousands of years, the process of determining the effects of di- 
I Vine forces on us has been examined with synchronistic methods. 
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limit you. Use this chapter as a basis for expanding your magical pos- i 
sibilities and your potential uses of the Tarot. 

Questions for Chapter Seven 

1. You are sitting at an outdoor coffee house, talking about small 
dogs with a friend. You say that the only type you like is the 
Shift Tzu. Suddenly, a Shih Tzu walks by. It has no leash and I 
nobody seems to be looking lor it. The dog looks over at you 
and seems to nod its head, then walks away. How would you, | 
describe this? Is it magical? 

2. You dream about falling out of bed. You awake suddenly ... 
and fall out of bed. Is this a coincidence or a “meaningful coin- 1 
cidence” (a synchromrity)? Why? 

3. In the Ritual of the Strange Attractor, there are several meth¬ 
ods given for raising and directing energy. Try them oul. 
Which one works best for you? Why do you think it works so 
well? Can you come up with your own method for doing this 
part of the ritual? Tty it. How does it compare with your fa¬ 
vorite of the ones given here? 

4. With the understanding that the Tarot, in and of itself, is mag -1 
ical, design at least three magical rituals in which the Tarot 
plays a magical part. Thy them out. Did they work? Why or 
why not? 

5. Do you have more than one Tarot deck? Do you use them for 
different purposes? Why? What makes one deck better for onu 
purpose and a different deck better for another purpose? 

6. The rituals in this chapter were designed so that one person I 
could do them. If you were working with a group, you would 
need to redesign them so that the members of the group 
would be involved. Take one of the rituals above, or one that | 
you have designed, and redesign it so that you could work the 
ritual with another person or a group. 

















to have sex. That means that either their God is incredibly cruel, sitting 
on his throne and laughing at the pain of millions who obeywhatthese 
preachers say, or He is an idiot who doesn’t realize what He has done. 

I’m sorry, but my God is neither cruel nor an idiot. 

However, if people choose to live a particular way—even if it means 
being obedient to a money- and power-hungry hierarchy in the hopes 
of, as one preacher puts it, “Pie in the sky, by and by, when you die”—I 
certainly have no right to interfere with their paths. Therefore, if yon 
have any timidity about the discussion of sexuality, 1 respectfully sug¬ 
gest that you slop this chapter. There is already much in this book that 
you can use to make magic or improve your magical skills. 

Three Methodologies 

There are three methodologies for working with the Tarot and sex 
magic. The first I refer to as sensual energy generation. In this system you 
use sexuality as a way of raising energy to use with your Tarot magic. 
The second method I refer to as 'fijrot ecstasy-. In it you learn hdw to use 
the Major Arcana cards to expand on your sexual bliss. Finally, there is 
Tarot sex magic, which unites the previous two into a complete system. 

Sensual Energy Generation 

In previous chapters I have suggested that sensual activity can be used 
to generate energy, which can be used for magical purposes, especially 
with the Tarot. For an in-depth explanation of how sexuality can be 
used in magic generally, I would direct you to my book Modern Sex 
Magick. However, the goal of this book is to give you an understand - 
ing of how this technique can work with the Tarot to improve your 
magic and your life. 

Most hooks on sex magic previous to Modem Sex Magick focused < 
the physical positions of participants and Ihe number of people in¬ 
volved. In my research and studies (which trace the history of sex magic 
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in the West back for more than 2,000 years) as well as my practices and 
those of my students, I have found that this was not originally the case, 
nor is it the case today. The focus in the distant past was on the flow of 
energy. One famous author, Aryeh Kaplan,pointed out that the ancient 
Kabalistic mystics would sit with their heads between their knees in 
order to alter the blood flow to their heads and induce an altered state 
of consciousness—nothing here aboui the number of people. The 
focus, too, is on the change of the mind, not just the physical position. 

In the book The Holy Letter, a medieval instruction course in Ka¬ 
balistic sex magic disguised as a type of marriage manual, the author 
reveals that die technique is to focus intently on the goal while having 
sex. Elongating the period of sexual activity increases the effect. Again, 
nothing about positions or numbers; it’s just about working with the 
energy. As they knew, and as we are learning again today, it’s the en¬ 
ergy that malters. 

Sigmund Freud and His Follower 

Before going on, it's important to look a bit deeper inlo Freud and 
Reich. Freud initially believed that libido, Ihe sexual urge, was an ac¬ 
tual physical energy that could be measured. He felt that all neuroses 
and psychoses, as well as physical problems resulting, from them, were 
caused by a blockage in that energy. Therefore, to cure these medical 
ailments, he knew he would have to tell people to free up their sex 
, lives. Unfortunately, he could not tell this to the middle-class women 
of the early twentieth century. He could not encourage them to have 
loving sex with someone if they were unmarried, nor could he en¬ 
courage them to have loving sex with someone other than a cruel or 
brutal, uncaring husband. He had lo come up with something else. 

What he did Was invent the "talking cure,” what is today called psy¬ 
choanalysis. He changed his concept of libido from an energy to a de- 
sire. If something stopped the desire, it needed to be freed. What was 
this “something” that could block a desire? It would have to be an- 
| other desire that was contrary to the life-affirming libido. He invented 
a death-affirming desire, which he called the death wish, to counter his 
new definition of the libido. 

































.tinted him. When she repeated the timing oil other occasions, she dis¬ 
covered that he always took the same amount of time. 

Now imagine that something new were to happen. Perhaps your 
partner follows a surprisingly different pattern of lovemaldng. this 
newness, like new partner energy, can increase and intensify the en¬ 
ergy raised during sexual activity. 

Here, then, is the Basic Sex Magic Tarot Ritual, modified with Tarot 
ecstasy, to produce the following ritual: 
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Questions for Chapter Eight 

How do you feel about sexual activity? Is it right for you or 
wrong for you? If it’s wrong for you, does that also mean that 
it is wrong for someone else? 

Prom a Tarot deck wi th a pictorial Minor Arcana, select three 
cards at random. What sensual information do you see in the 
symbolism? 

In this chapter you will frequently see the term sensual where 
you might expect to see the word sexual. Why do you think 
that is? Are there any cards that you think have a description 
that is very sensual but not physically sexual? Which cards? 
Why do you think the symbolism indicates that? 

Design a Tarot Sex Magic Ritual. If you feel okay about per¬ 
forming it, do so. By now, you should have also performed 
other magical rituals with the Tarot. Does the Tarot Sex Magic 
Ritual seem as strong or stronger than the other rituals? Why 
do you think that is? 

Is there some sexual activity that you feel would be intimidating? 
Some people would not like to involve toys, bondage, other 
people, anal play, etc,, in their sexuality. That is fine. Each person 
should set his or her own boundaries. If there are any ones that 
you would not like, why no t? Remember, you don't have to show 
your answers to anyone, so “Because” is not a good answer. 
Have you ever done something sexually that would amaze or 
shock other people who know you? Would you do it again, 
today, if it were safe and would hurt nobody mentally, physi¬ 
cally, emotionally, or spiritually? If so, how could you incorpo¬ 
rate that into your Tarot rituals? 

. Do you consciously experience the energy raised during sex as 
a physical energy? Try to describe it. 
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Each name is also associated with a symbol shown by Crowley in 
Liber XXII Carcerorum Qliphoth Cum Suit Geniis. This liber is a half¬ 
page in length, consisting only of the sigils, and is found immedia tely 
preceding liber CCXXXI in volume 7 of The. Equinox. 

In Nightside of Eden, Mr. Grant analyzes these names, their posi¬ 
tions on the Tree, how to work with them, how they can help you. 
What sorts of magic you can do with them, etc. So, once again, if you 
would like to experiment with this type of magic, I suggest that you 
obtain the book. 

As with many other writers on the occult, however, we can only as¬ 
sume that Mr. Grant has actually worked with the entities of the Tun¬ 
nels of Set. He tells you how to do the work (or, more often, gives 
hints and implications), but doesn’t share his own experiences. As 1 
have said before, for me magic is an experimental science. This leads 
us to wonder, “What is it like to actually visit the Tunnels of Set on the 
Nightside Tree?” Since the Major Arcana cards of the Tarot relate to 
the paths on the Dayside Tree, what would a set of Tarot cards for the 
Tunnels of Set look like? Certainlythey wouldn’t be the same as any of 
the decks that currently are widely available. 

There is only one way to find put.—you have to go there. 

I don’t know how many people have made this journey, but one 
person, with the help of her partner, has Created a Major Arcana that 
reveals her experiences and revelations in the Nightside of Eden. 

The Shadow Tarot 

Linda Falorio and her partner, Fred Fowler, decided to magically Visit 
the Nightside Tree (you can read about this on their website, 
http://www.anandazone.nu/, or in the book The Shadow Tarot, pub¬ 
lished by Ulack Moor. Publishing in 1994). They describe the begin¬ 
ning of their workings (which lasted from July, 1983, through Febru¬ 
ary, 1988) like this: 

“Incense of Abmmelin billowed from the brazier in thick 
ropes of pungent smoke, creating of our simple hill top camp 
in the wilderness of central Ohio the precinct of an ancient 












.culture assert that In the language of ancient Nubians, the word we 
I now have as black (or darkness) referred to “that which is not yet 
manifest.” There was no implication whatsoever of good or of evil. On 
hearing this, Dr. Fowler was immediately struck by the exact match of 
this Nubian concept with the experiences be and Ms. Falorio were 
having with their explorations of the Ttamels of Set. Also, he wrote 
that he was immediately reminded of the popular Work of the late 
Professor Steven Bofrm who speaks in his writings of an “implicate 
order” prestaging (or underlying) manifest, phenomenal reality. Evil 
Dayside things like rage and murder may arise from the Nightside, but 
I (jo do good Dayside things like apple pie and motherhood. The point 
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Questions for Chapter Nine 

If there are two TVees of Life, could there not be more? If so, 
how many do you think there are? What does each represent? 
How would you access it? 

By definition, the Shadow is the. source of our inner energy. 
How would you safely bring it under the control of your con¬ 
scious mind? Do you think that is a good idea? 

If you were to design a Tarot card that represented your per¬ 
sonal Shadow, what would it look like? How would you use it? 
Do yon think you have ever met your personal Shadow? If you 
have, how did yO:u deal with it? If you have not yet had this ex¬ 
perience, what will you do when it occurs? 

The path of exploring the Shadow; the Nightside of Eden, and 
using the Shadow Tarot may not be for everyone. Have you 
ever followed a path that might scare others away? What hap¬ 
pened? If you have not done so, have you ever Ihrought about 
it? What kept you from going down that path? 

For professional Tarot readers: Have you had clients who have 
had difficulty dealing with aspects of themselves? How have 
you helped them with this? 

Some Tarot readers prefer to focus only on the “light side” of 
the Tree of Life. Do you think this is a good idea? If not, did 
you have that opinion in the past? Why did you change your 
mind? 










Conclusion 


1 have been involved in the occult and paranormal for as 
long as I can remember (well, in this lifetime, at least!). 
When I was little, my mother and I used to discuss all sorts 
of ideas about UFOs, Spirituality, and mysticism. Before I 
started school, 1 produced my first paranormal phenome¬ 
non. I was just five and my mother, brother, and I were va¬ 
cationing at the Thunderbird Hotel in las Vegas. It was 
summer and very hot. My brother was outside, playing at 
the putting green. I stayed inside in the air conditioning. 

In those days, Las Vegas was not very family-friendly. 
My mother put me in a hallway where she could keep an 
eye on me while she played the nickel slots.“Can 1 play?" 
I asked. 

“No,” she replied. “That’s gambling and you’re not al¬ 
lowed to gamble. You’re too young Only adults can gamble.” 

“Can I just put in the nickel?” 

“No. If you put in the money, that’s gambling.” 

“Well how about if you put in the nickel and I just pull 

the handler 

“No, that’s still gambling,” she smiled. 

“Well," I said, “if 1 can’t gamble over there, I’ll gamble 
over here.” My mother looked over at me, as did a police 
officer, as 1 trotted over to the cigarette machine. I pulled 
down the coin return slide. 
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